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April 1, 1997
N O RTH W EST HISTORIAN ENTERTAINS W ITH FUR TRADE TALES
M ISSOULA—
An Oregon-born historian with a reputation for engaging and authentic accounts of the early
North American fur trade will be in Missoula for a lecture Thursday, April 10, at The University
of Montana.
John C. Jackson’s talk, "Travelers, Indian and White, On the Road to the Buffalo, 18001900," will be at 7:30 p.m . in Room 204 of UM’s Law Building.
Gearing his comments to a western Montana audience, Jackson will talk about the Indian
road through the Hellgate to the buffalo hunting grounds to the east, focusing on the association
between the Salish Tribe and the trappers who appeared in this area about 1800 and were the
earliest white men to come among the Salish. He’ll weave in the biographies of several players on
this historical stage.
Jackson has been writing about the fur trade since 1982, when he put aside his career as an
advertising designer and art director to become an independent scholar. His two books on the fur
trade, "Shadow on the Tetons" and "Children of the Fur Trade," met with an enthusiastic
reception from writers and historians around the country. Missoula’s Mountain Press published
both books.
"He may be the most knowledgeable authority around on the North American fur trade,"
said Dan Greer, Mountain Press’s history editor. "It’s worth noting," he said, "that Jackson is an
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independent scholar, not affiliated with any university. So he doesn’t do this to further a career.
He studies the stuff because he’s just so interested in it."
Part of that interest lies in tracing his own roots, Greer said, noting that Jackson is part
Indian.
"It’s a matter of personal and family pride that he could legitimize these people," Greer
said. "He identifies strongly with his kinsmen in the Indian tribes."
Besides his two books, Jackson has published close to a dozen articles in scholarly journals
and reference works and has two books in progress.
Mountain Press and U M ’s Center for the Rocky Mountain West are co-sponsoring
Jackson’s talk.
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C ontact: Professor William E. Farr, associate director for humanities at the Center for the Rocky
Mountain West, (406) 243-7700.
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